
working the gate, selling tickets, 
or working in the concession 
stand.  Since the club began the 
bingo fundraiser, about once a 
month he works selling tickets, 
giving out cards, and paying 
winners.  Clarence is now the 
longest standing member of the 
board. 

aǊǎΦ 5ŀǳƎŜǘǘŜΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎΣ .ǳǊǘ 
and Anne, as well as their hus-
bands Lynn and Ray, have also 
supported and contributed to 
the Boys & Girls Club.  Ray was 
ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ .ƻȅΩǎ 
Club in 1976. 

aǊǎΦ 5ŀǳƎŜǘǘŜΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ 
Alie Causey and her husband, 
Michael Causey, have been ac-
tive helping with the rodeo and 
bingo.  Michael now serves on 
the Boys & Girls Club Board of 
Directors. 

Mrs. Daugette passed away in 
August 2007 and from her en-
dowment began the Florence 
Daugette Scholarship awarded 
to the local youth of the year. 

Col. C. W. Daugette, Jr. &  

Florence Daugette 

Children: Burt Daugette Lowe 
(husband ς Lynn Lowe) 

Anne Daugette Renfrow  

(husband ς Ray Renfrow) 

Clarence Daugette, III  

Grandchildren: Clare Renfrow 

Mary Kinney Lowe Corley 
(husband ς Jarrett Corley) 

Alie Renfrow Causey  

(husband ς Michael Causey) 

The Daugette family has been 
active in all aspects of the Boys 
& Girls Club.   

Mrs. Florence Daugette served 
on all committees for the Boys & 
Girls Club, was the first woman 
on the board, and the first 
woman president.  She was a 
huge supporter and contributor 
to the club over the years.  She 
was also a driving force during 
her active years as the Boys & 
Girls Club expanded. 

Mary Lee Hardin Willard served 
with Mrs. Daugette on the board 
ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ aǊǎΦ 5ŀǳƎŜǘǘŜ άŀ 
faithful, lovely woman, and very 
generous with her time and gifts 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ƻȅǎ ϧ DƛǊƭǎ /ƭǳōέΦ  {ƘŜ 
said that Mrs. Daugette gave the 
.ƻȅǎ ϧ DƛǊƭǎ /ƭǳō άŀ ǎƘƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
arm when she gave the funding 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǘ ƛƴ 9ŀǎǘ DŀŘǎŘŜƴέΦ  
Alan Berman was president of 
the club when the unit was be-
ing built in East Gadsden and the 
unit was named in her honor in 
1976.   

The Daugette family was known 
for their love and enthusiasm of 
showing walking horses in Shel-
byville, Tennessee.  As the club 
was looking for ways to raise 
money, Colonel and Florence 
Daugette headed up the Boys & 
Girls Club Charity Horseshows 
here in Gadsden along with the 
efforts of Basil Gilchrist.  The 
Daugette children:  Burt, Anne, 
and Clarence all showed horses 
and were also put to work sell-
ing programs and whatever they 
could do to help.  From the 
horseshows, the Boys & Girls 
Club Rodeo evolved.   

When Mrs. Daugette came off 
the board, they recommended 
that her son, Clarence Daugette, 
III, be a member of the board.  
He has been on the board since 
1992, and was president of the 
Boys & Girls Club in 2004-2005.  
He also serves on the Executive 
Committee for the club.  Cla-
rence has been chairman of the 
rodeo twice and has always 
helped with selling programs, 

Legacy Dinner 
Honoring The Daugette Family  
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It Just 

Takes 

One.  

Are you 

the One? 

Please 

support 

the Clubs 

with your 

dona-

tions.  
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Martha Moore  

Daugette Unit Director  

BGCNEA Searching for Alumni 

Daugette Unit New Director 
certified to teach concerning 

the facts on HIV interven-

tion. 

òWe are very excited to 
have Ms. Moore on our 

team,ó Tim Wofford, chief 

professional officer, said. 

òWith her background in 
working with children and 

young adults and overseeing 

the operation of facilities of 

this caliber, we are sure she 
will be an outstanding addi-

tion to our staff.ó 

Located at 1416 Park Ave., 

Gadsden, the Florence 

Daugette Unit of the Boys & 

Girls Club has served the 

youth in the Gadsden area 

for 40 years. The club pro-
vides programs for boys and 

girls in the areas of drug and 

alcohol prevention, delin-

quency intervention, health 
and fitness, career explora-

tion and educational en-

hancement. 

For information on the club, 
contact Moore at 256-492-

3786 or call the administra-

tive office at 256-546-5437. 

often enough or loudly enough. 

That changes now. Come by for 

a visit, we believe youõll be sur-

prised at how much things have 

changes and yet, theyõve stayed 

the same too. 

This year will be our 55th Anni-

versary. Some of you may be 

alumni of the Boys & Girls Club 

of Etowah County. We have had 

If you are an alum of the Boys & 

Girls Clubs of Northeast Ala-

bama or even another Club, but 

live here now then please con-

sider reconnecting with us to see 

what BGC is like today. We miss 

you and we want to hear from 

you. There are many of you and 

not enough of you are in touch 

with us. And thatõs not your fault. 

We havenõt reached out to you 

many changes through the years 

to make us the great organization 

we are today. 

To make sure we let you know 

when we have a date, youõll need 

to give us your contact informa-

tion. Please email your name, 

address and email address to 

pam@cybrtyme.com (Please use 

ALUMNI as the subject). 

òIf you would like to get 

involved in helping our 

youth we have lots of op-

portunities that might be a 

good fit for your interest 

and schedule. For more 

information contact Twia-

ina Tolliver at 256 -546-

5437 or email 

ttolliver@cybrtyme.comó 

I M PA C T  N E W S  

Martha Moore has been 

named unit director for 

the Daugette Unit of the 

Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Northeast Alabama. 

Moore will have overall 

responsibility for oversee-

ing all branch operations at 
the unit. 

Moore was most recently 

employed as prevention 

case manager with the 
Health Services Center 

where her responsibilities 

included drug and alcohol 

counselor as well as being 

National Professional Service Award 
BGCA presented him with the 

award. 

Henry Saxon stated òThe com-

mittee is well aware of Timõs 

Professionalism as well as his 

dedication to servicing youthó. 

BGCNEA is very fortunate to 

have Tim as their CPO. 

Tim has worked with BGC for 

20 years. He has been with 

BGCNEA since March 2006. 

At the 54th Annual Dinner 

Meeting Tim Wofford, CPO of 

BGCNEA was awarded The 

National Professional Service 

Award.  

Timõs nomination was sent to 

The National Awards Commit-

tee/Southeast and won this 

award based on his service and 

leadership to the clubs. 

Henry Saxon Southeast Re-

gional Service Director of 

òThe Committee is 

well aware of 

Timõs 

Professionalism  

as well as his 

dedication to 

servicing youthó 
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will be in here quite often working 
on several things to make this a 
better place." 
A Boys and Girls Club Alumni As-
sociation is one of the projects on 
hȅƭŜǊΩǎ ŀƎŜƴŘŀΦ 
He currently is in contact with 
people who grew up with him in 
the Gilchrist Club, along with 
some of the kids he helped raise 
throughout the years.  
Oyler said that there is one young 
man who is dear to his heart, and 
has made his experience at the 
Boys and Girls Club worthwhile.  
Rico Patrick lost the only parent 
he knew, his grandmother, in a 
house fire when Rico was 5 years 
old.  
Oyler said he believes it was his 
calling to take Patrick in under his 
wing.  
"That is my boy," Oyler said.  
Patrick is now in police academy 

By Kenneth A. Hobson Jr.  
Times Staff Writer  

Alfred "Al" Oyler says the fondest 
memory of his 22-year tenure at 
the Gilchrist Boys and Girls Club is 
every moment he spent there.  
"These are my children," Oyler said. 
"I have had the privilege to help 
raise some of the kids that have 
come through this boys club." 

Oyler, 72, who has served as the 
ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǳƴƛǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ мфутΣ ƛǎ 
retiring effective today. 
He said he has seen major changes 
in the club over the years.  
"It is amazing, I have been here to 
see us come from just plain pads 
and pencils to computers and print-
ers," Oyler said.  
Oyler has been involved with the 
Boys and Girls Club for so many 
years that he has been able see the 
kids of some of his former students 
come through the same club.  
"I have see so many kids come 
through this club," he said. "Even 
my own kids came through this 
club, following in the footsteps of 
their father."  
The display case at the Gilchrist 
Club holds a trophy dated "1955" 
ǿƛǘƘ hȅƭŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŀŦŦƛȄŜŘ ƻƴ ƛǘΣ 
proving that he was a member and 
symbolizing his dedication to the 
club.  
Oyler said his daily routine will 
change, but he plans to be involved 
in the Boys and Girls Club for a long 
time.  
"I have been involved in this club 
ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
hard just to give it up," he  said. "I 

rookie school in Midland, 
Texas, and Oyler speaks to him 
on a regular basis.  
"I think I will miss the 22 years 
of overseeing this center and 
making sure that students do 
their homework,and have a 
balanced lifestyle," Oyler said. 
"I am grateful for the opportu-
nity to be a part of so many 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ 
"But I could not have done this 
job for so long without my fam-
ily," he said. 
Tim Wofford, director of the 
Boys and Girls Club of North-
east Alabama, said Oyler will be 
missed. 
"We are losing one of the most 
dedicated individuals we have," 
²ƻŦŦƻǊŘ ǎŀƛŘΦ Ϧ!ƭΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘπ
ment was great, always going 
over and beyond for the kids of 
the club." 

Al Oyler, unit director of the Gilchrist Boys and Girls Club, is seen at the club 
01/30/2009 in Gadsden. Oyler is retiring after serving in the role since 1987. 

Oyler looks back fondly at years with Boys & Girls Club 
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òThe Boys & 

Girls Clubs of 

Northeast 

Alabama is one 

of those 

Lifesaversó 

 

Lifesaver 
Summer camp has become a 

lifesaver for many working 

parents looking for a safe, 

fun and educational environ-

ment for their kids to enjoy. 

The Boys & Girls Club of 

Northeast Alabama is one of 

those òlifesaversó and has 

been for more than 54 years. 

  

Summer Program 2008 

started in June and ended in 

August. The kids enjoyed 

educational programs, field 

trips and recreational activi-

ties such as water days and 

sports. 

  

Lashieka McKinney, program 

director for the Gilchrist 

Summer Program, said the 

camp had several activities  

the kids  enjoyed, including 

different sports weeks and a 

luau. 

 òWe enjoyed many things 

such as arts and crafts, physi-

cal fitness and education  

every day,ó McKinney said. 

There was a field trips 

every Thursday includ-

ing  a trip to the Bir-

mingham Zoo. We had 

the kids read books on 

animals, do arts and 

crafts about animals, 

etc.,ó she said. 

  

Jenifer Grace, site direc-

tor for the Gaston Unit, 

planned all activities to a 

common theme, which was 

òCruisinõ through the Sum-

mer.ó 

òEach day we visited a differ-

ent state and did activities 

related to it,ó she said. 

  

Grace  planned field trips for 

every Tuesday and Thursday. 

This year the group 

went to the Build-a-

Bear Workshop in Bir-

mingham, an ice-skating 

rink in Huntsville as well 

as the Tennessee 

Aquarium. 

  

Jeff Wilson, director of 

the Florence Daugette 

Unit, said the club did a 

lot of things during its 

program. 

òEverything from social rec-

reation to education,ó Wil-

son said. 

 

James Allen Ben Sanford Unit 

in Scottsboro stated: 

òThe Atlanta dream trip was 

very exciting; the trip was 

long but fun, we received an 

autograph ball from the team 

and players. Our kids really 

enjoyed seeing Pro athletes 

perform.ó 

I M P A C T  N E W S  

Gilchrist Unit New Director 
 BGCNEA announces Eric 

Frailey as Basil Gilchrist 

Unit Director, February 2, 

2009. 

Eric moved to Alabama 

from Bakersfield, CA in 

June 2008. Eric has been 

working with kids at vari-

ous levels for over 20 

years, starting in 1988 

coaching a pee-wee football 

team in Bakersfield to opening 

a youth center in Oregon 

where he was a mentor to kids 

and give them a safe environ-

ment to study and develop 

their life skills. 

We would like to welcome 

Eric and his wife Cindy to the 

BGCNEA family. 

òEric 

Frailey New 

Basil Gil-

christh Unit 

Directoró 


