
Tonya Bogle, Alldredgeõs physical edu-

cation teacher, submitted Alldredgeõs 

name and an essay telling Alldredgeõs 

story to the Teen Hero Award pro-

gram, which landed him among the 

national finalists in the competition. 

Bogle also is leading the Gaston Big 

Give, which is working to build a new 

house to accommodate Josh and his 

handicaps. 

Trent Thrashe of Trent Thrasher Con-

struction is the builder for the Big Give. 

He said the donations made by local 

businesses and individuals have made a 

big IMPACT on the efforts. 

òWe have almost reached our goal of 

$30,000 for the completion to the 

Alldredge home,ó Thrasher said. òWe 

are expected to be completely finished 

by the beginning of the school year.ó 

Jenny Thrasher said the house will be 

completely furnished by local compa-

nies, and a special presentation will be 

made to the Alldredge family by retired 

NASCAR driver Tina Gordon. 

òThis is also like òExtreme Makeover,ó 

Jenny Thrasher said. òThe family will 

not be able to see the house until it is 

completely finished.ó 

Some businesses and agencies that have 

donated include: Wal-Mart, Regions 

Bank, Family Savings, Tax Break, Gads-

den-Cherokee Board of Realtors, the 

Gadsden Fire Department, Tommy 

Pope Construction, Etowah Builders, 

Tile Liquidators, Foote Brothers and 

Sherman Concrete. 

Kim Oliver, a physical Education 

teacher at Gaston School, is helping 

coordinate the project. 

Donations can be made to the Joshua 

Alldredge Home Fund at Regions Bank 

on Broad Street, or by calling Bogle, 

390-2228 

BY KENNETH A. HOBSON JR.  

Times Staff Writer  

When a father considers one of his 

children his hero, the child must have 

done something dynamic. And Rodney 

Alldredge says that his son, Josh, who 

was one of four national finalists for the 

òTaco Bell Teen Hero Award, has made 

an IMPACT on his life. 

òI see Josh wake up in the morning with 

a smile on his face despite his handi-

caps, and go throughout his day happy,ó 

Alldredge said. òHe gives me hope and 

that is why he is my hero.ó 

Josh Alldredge, an upcoming senior at 

Gaston School, has Ducheneõs muscular 

dystrophy. 

He was recognized June 18th at the 

Taco Bell in Attalla and awarded a 

check of $10,000 in his name to go to 

the Boys and Girls Club of Northeast 

Alabama for his heroic acts. Taco Bell 

franchise owner Bill Byrd made the 

presentation. 

Josh was at a loss for words during the 

award presentation, but called the 

award, which was sponsored by the 

Taco Bell Foundation for Teens and 

Think MTV, an òawesomeó experience. 

Josh, who was diagnosed with the 

debilitating disease at age 6, has had to 

use a wheelchair since the fourth grade. 

The 4.0 student works with the Boys 

and Girls Club and tutors fourth-grade 

students in math. He will be running a 

science program this summer. 

Tim Wofford, executive director of the 

Boys & Girls Club of Northeast Ala-

bama, said Josh is a wonderful young 

man who normally is not as quiet as he 

was during the meeting. òI have had 

several opportunities to see Josh in 

action,ó he said. òJosh is a very smart 

and upbeat young man who has always 

been willing to help out in any capacity 

he can.ó 

Wofford said the majority of the money 

awarded to the Boys and Girls Club will 

go to the programs Josh participates in, 

as well as into the Gaston Big Give, to 

help fund the building of a house for 

Alldredge and his family. 

His Fatherõs Hero 
Josh Alldredgeõs happy attitude helps him earn recognition 
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Gaston Student Josh Alldredge was presented with the Taco Bell Teen Hero Award, win-
ning a trophy and a check for $100. Also a check in his name for $10,000 was presented 

to the Boys and Girls Club of Northeast Alabama June 15th at Taco Bell in Attalla.  

 

 

 

I M P A C T  O N  

C H A R A C T E R  

D E V E L O P M E N T  

Knowing right 

from wrong 

85% 

Learning 

Leadership 

Skills 77% 

Self-

confidence 

82% 

Having some-

one to talk to 

76% 
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If you are interested 

in becoming a 

member of the 

Corporate board, 

please call Ricky Ray, 

Chairman of the 

board Development 

Committee at  

256-547-2572  

or the Administrative 

Office at  

256-546-KIDS 

(5437) 

November 15th 2007 

Gaston Site Opening  

Corporate Board 

The 35th Annual Rodeo 

Gaston Unit Open 
Thirty five students were regis-

tered Thursday November 

15th 2008, at the opening of 

the Boys & Girls Clubs of 

Northeast Alabamaõs chapter 

at Gaston School. 

òA partnership between a 

school (21st Century Commu-

nity Learning Center) and a 

club is a great thing for the 

student. We want to get the 

students right out of school 

and help them out with home-

work while material is fresh on 

their minds.ó said Jenifer Grace 

Gaston site director. 

The main objectives for the 

site to be at Gaston are to try 

to increase studentsõ reading 

and math scores and decrease 

the teenage dropout rate. 

This site is designed to cater 

to all student from ages 6 to 

18. Certified teachers and 

aides will administer the cur-

riculum and issues aside from 

education. 

Our goal is to cultivate a well-

rounded individual at the Boys 

& Girls Club, aside from 

homework, we want to help 

them with several issues such 

as character building and lead-

ership, career choices, self-

esteem, along with increasing 

grades. 

 

Adults 13 and over, $8 Children 

six and under are free, limit two 

per paid adult. Gate prices are $6 

and $12.  

Bring the family and enjoy watch-

ing the professional Cowboys and 

Cowgirls in Steer Wrestling, Calf 

Roping, Barrel Racing and of 

course the Bull riding.  

Join us for tons of fun on the pony 

We are all excited about 

the Rodeo!!! Dates are 

August 1st and 2nd 2008. 

Advance tickets will be 

available at local Banks 

and Credit Unions, Little 

Faces Doll Shop and 

Broken Spoke Western 

Wear.  

Advance prices are Chil-

dren ages 7ñ12 $4 and 

rides, the mechanical bull and the 

shooting gallery for kids. Gates 

opened at 6:30 p.m. 

Come early and enjoy the variety 

of food from the new vendors. 

If you are interested in becoming a 

sponsor or want an ad in the 

Rodeo program, please call  Pam 

at 256-546-5437 for information 

on pricing and available packages 

A special thanks to the BGCNEA Corporate Board for all your hard work and dedication.  

  William D. Hudson   President 

  Randy Burns   1st Vice President 

  Lewis Couch   2nd Vice President 

  William H. Rhea III   Treasurer 

  Tina Norris   Secretary 

  Wilbur Masters   Past President 

Michael Causey Chris Daniel  Clarence Daugette, III  Anthony Gardner  

Brenda Elliott Debbie Green  Scott Lee   Allen Millican 

Ricky Ray  Rick Vaughn  Roger Watts  Mack Williams 

Rish Wood 

The 35th  

Annual  

Rodeo  

August 1st 

and 2nd 

2008 

I M PA C T  N E W S  


